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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT 
102. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to the Auditor General’s report Regulation and support of the local government sector, with its reference to 
seven damning failures that have significantly undermined the ability of local government entities to provide good 
government and properly service their communities. 
(1) Does the minister agree that the department has fundamentally failed to implement the principles of good 

governance? 
(2) Does the minister concede that, as a result of these failures, organisations such as the Western Australian 

Local Government Association have been required to pick up the slack? 
(3) What steps will the minister take to ensure that those serious issues are addressed and rectified? 
Mr J.N. CAREY replied: 
I thank the member for his question. 
(1)–(3) The Auditor General’s review of the agency and regulation noted two critical trends: first, the escalation 

in the number of complaints in the sector, in particular the large number or increasingly significant number 
of complaints of minor breaches; and, second, a trend in major breaches. I think it is fair to say that we 
are seeing a larger number of investigations, a larger number of inquiries and, unfortunately, a sector—
I think there is general agreement—that has not been performing its best. Yesterday, I tabled three inquiry 
reports. We now have perhaps history repeating itself—I hope not—at the City of Canning. We need to be 
acutely aware that reform is needed in the sector. The Auditor General’s report also noted, and I agree, that 
the agency needs to focus on early intervention—I want to get to this point—yet the department has been 
reactive. It has had to be because of the number of issues coming forth. We do not have an act that enables 
early intervention. None of us wants to see inquiries, because they absorb time and money et cetera. In 
reforming the Local Government Act 1995, we want to enable early intervention so that when problems 
emerge, the minister or the agency—we have not worked out which model as yet—can send someone 
forth to work in the local government so that we do not get to an inquiry. My department has accepted all 
the recommendations of the Auditor General and we will be working on it. She clearly identified bigger 
and broader issues that require a change to the Local Government Act. I assure the member that my training 
wheels are well off the ground and I am deeply focused on reforming the sector. I have been engaging 
with a large number of local governments to date to begin that discussion. 
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